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I just  got  back  from  the  Central  States  show 
in  St.  Louis  and  it  was  a great  show  for  me. 

I managed  to  find  a few  items  and  added  to 
my  coin  and  paper  money  inventory.  I 
traveled  down  with  my  friend  and  fellow 
NOW  Board  member,  Myles  Fenske.  We  spent 
one  night  with  his  nephew,  who  took  us  out  to 
dinner  on  "The  Hill"  where  we  had  a 
moderately  priced  and  quite  tasty  Italian 
meal.  I opted  for  the  pasta  and  sausage,  as  it 
had  been  a long  time  since  I had  tasted  any 
real  Italian  sausage.  It  was  (as  I expected) 
flavored  with  fennel  seed  and  spicy...  ahhh! 

(If  this  column  is  beginning  to  resemble  a 
Cliff  Mishler  column,  it's  purely 
coincidental!) 

St.  Louis,  when  guided  around  by  a local,  is  a 
very  attractive  city.  We  were  treated  to  a 
long  ride  along  the  St.  Louis  University 
campus  and  Forest  Park,  both  of  which 
seemed  to  go  on  forever.  Across  the  street 
from  Forest  Park  were  miles  of  mansions. 

All  in  all,  an  enjoyable  trek. 

Coin  prices  seem  to  continue  strong.  I have 
somehow  managed  to  get  on  just  about 
everyone’s  auction  list  and  between  Bower 
and  Merena's  upcoming  ANA  auction  and  the 
Heritage  offerings  etc.  etc.  everyone  is 
saying  this  is  the  best  coin  market  in  10 
years.  I know  it's  hard  for  me  to  buy  paper 
money  as  it  has  gotten  pretty  expensive.  I'm 


just  glad  I bought  the  bulk  of  my  paper  back 
in  the  80's  and  early  90's. 

Our  Club  is  running  smoothly  and  we're 
solvent  and  in  good  shape.  We  are  currently 
looking  at  getting  involved  in  shows  in 
Madison  and  Sheboygan  in  the  future.  If  your 
club  would  like  to  partner  up  with  us  for  a 
combination  state/club  show,  contact  me  or 
Ron  Calkins. 

If  your  club  is  not  a NOW  member  club,  you 
are  missing  out  on  free  advertising  for  your 
shows  and  lots  of  other  great  benefits.  If 
you  have  a friend  who  is  not  a member,  give 
him  a membership  subscription.,  one  of  the 
best  buys  on  the  planet. 

Until  next  time...  keep  on  collecting. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


Leo  Wazelle 


Leo  Wazelle,  president  of  the  Racine 
Numismatic  Society,  died  unexpectedly  at  his 
home  in  Silver  Lake,  Wisconsin  on  March 
24th  at  the  age  of  76.  Leo  was  a Life 
Member  of  NOW,  joining  in  1965. 

He  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Wisconsin  and 
served  on  the  Silver  Lake  Police  Department 
since  1962,  as  chief  of  police  as  well  as  a 
lieutenant  and  court  officer  during  his  40 
years  on  the  force. 
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Secretary’s  Musings 

by  Ron  Calkins 


The  2003  NOW  Show  is  History 

The  weatherman  didn't  cooperate  very  well 
during  the  April  3-5th  show  --  rain,  sleet 
and  snow  --  but  members  of  the  South  Shore 
Coin  Club  did  a terrific  job  hosting  the  3-day 
event.  Collectors  who  attended  the  show  had 
a large  number  of  dealers  with  a lot  of  good 
material  to  choose  from. 

What  I found  very  enlightening  was  the  large 
number  of  exhibits  at  the  show  --  years  ago 
we  had  a lot  of  exhibits  at  most  of  the 
Wisconsin  shows,  but  they  are  fewer  at 
shows  nowadays.  The  traditional  Mystery 
Dinner  was  held  Friday  evening.  It  was  not 
well  attended  because  of  the  icy  roads,  but 
those  who  did  attend  enjoyed  a delicious 
dinner  and  good  fellowship. 

Speaking  of  Exhibits 

NOW  President,  Bill  Brandimore,  exhibited  at 
the  Central  States  Show  held  in  St.  Louis  last 
May  and  received  awards  for  his  outstanding 
"The  ABCs  of  Paper  Money"  exhibit.  He 
received  the  John  J.  Pittman  "Most 
Educational"  Award,  second  place  in  the  All 
Paper  Money  category  and  the  Marjorie 
Hendershott  "People's  Choice"  Award. 

Another  NOW  member,  Bruce  Benoit,  also 
exhibited  at  Central  States  and  won  3rd 
place  in  the  "All  Foreign  Coins"  category,  for 
his  exhibit  "A  Collection  of  Canadian  Five- 
Cent  Pieces." 


Anyone  Know  About  Hickman  AFB 
Tokens?  Earlier  this  year  Elmer  Coy 
became  a member  of  NOW.  In  the  course  of 
corresponding  several  times  with  him  at  his 
home  in  Texas,  I purchased  some  of  his 
Hickman  Air  Force  Base  tokens  that  he  said 
were  used  at  the  Hickman  Air  Force  Base  in 
Hawaii,  possibly  after  World  War  II.  This 
was  the  base  attacked  by  the  Japanese  when 
they  bombed  Pearl  Harbor. 

I was  confident  that  token-expert,  Gene 
Johnson,  would  be  able  to  give  me  the  full 
scoop  on  them,  but  he  wasn't  able  to,  so... 

I'm  trying  to  do  a little  research  on  my  own, 
but  I haven't  been  too  successful  so  far  (even 
after  searching  the  internet).  If  anyone  can 
provide  information  about  how  these  tokens 
were  used,  please  let  me  know.  We'd  like  to 
do  a story. 

2004  NOW  Show  --  We  recently  received 
correspondence  from  Ed  Rautmann  of  the 
Sheboygan  Coin  Club  offering  to  host  the  NOW 
show  in  April  17,  2004.  We  look  forward  to 
participating  and  thank  them  for  their 
willingness  to  host  our  annual  show.  We 
encourage  all  members  to  put  this  show  on 
their  calendar  now.  It  is  the  objective  of 
NOW  --  and  all  Wisconsin  coin  clubs  --  to 
support,  encourage  and  promote  interest  in 
numismatics  among  collectors. 

World  War  I Pinbacks 

I read  with  interest  Leon  Saryan's  article  in 
this  issue  about  World  War  I pinbacks.  I had 
recently  picked  up  a couple  of  these  pinbacks 
at  an  antique  shop  to  add  to  my  collection  and 
was  looking  for  more  information  on  them. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Coin 

Club 

News 


Snippets 
on  the 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Show 

by  Gene  Johnson  #41 

As  one  of  the  two  remaining  charter 
members  of  the  Wausau  based  Wisconsin 
Valley  Coin  Club,  it's  a "must"  for  me  to 
attend  the  club's  annual  show,  which  was 
held  April  27th  at  the  Wausau  Park  Inn. 

My  attendance  at  this  show  is  a part  of  the 
work  group  that  rotates  around  general 
chairman,  Thad  Streeter,  each  year. 

When  the  bourse  had  been  built,  I had  a 
chance  to  chat  with  old  time 
collector/dealer,  Vern  Witt  of  Sheboygan, 
and  inquired  about  the  recent  show  (April 
1 2th)  sponsored  by  the  Sheboygan  Coin  Club. 

It  turns  out  that  this  year's  Sheboygan  "Coin 
and  Stamp  Show"  was  one  of  the  better 
shows  in  Wisconsin  in  2003  for  dealers  and 
collectors  alike,  in  part  due  to  unusual  press 
coverage  in  the  local  newspaper.  While  both 
Vern  and  I have  the  same  opinion  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  Gannett  chain  that  owns 
most  of  the  city  pages  in  Wisconsin  (ugh) 
amazingly,  the  coin  show  was  preceded  by 
almost  a full  page  of  coverage  the  day 
before  the  show!  General  Chairman,  Edwin 
Rautmann  was  delighted,  to  say  the  least. 

Attendance  was  estimated  at  over  500 
persons,  which  is  very  high  for  a local  1-day 


show.  The  public  was  treated  to  1 1 frames 
of  exhibits,  39  tables  of  bourse,  including  5 
stamp  dealers  and  a brat  fry  was  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  show....  Nice! 

Later,  in  a chat  with  Kenosha  area 
dealer/NOW  Governor,  Jerry  Binsfeld,  I 
updated  my  info  on  his  shop  in  Kenosha, 
which  he  re  established  in  May  of  2002. 

Jerry  is  in  "Suite  7"  of  the  revamped 
complex  at  6040  39th  Avenue,  a nice  area 
with  plenty  of  parking. 

For  those  of  you  who  will  be  traveling  in 
south  eastern  Wisconsin  this  summer, 

Jerry's  shop  carries  an  extensive  offering 
of  U.S.  and  foreign  coins,  numismatic 
supplies,  and  U.s.  and  world  paper  money, 
plus  one  of  the  better  bourse  of  tokens  and 
medals  in  the  state. 

Irene  and  I plan  to  get  down  to  Kenosha  and 
ride  the  streetcar  on  the  waterfront  this 
summer,  but  Jerry  says  this  tourist 
attraction  is  endangered  by  the  fiscal  crisis 
we  are  experiencing  statewide. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Future  club  meetings  will  be  held  at  the 
Castlewood  Restaurant.  Members  may  eat 
there  before  the  meeting,  which  will  begin  at 
7:30.  Club  members  are  interested  in 
developing  an  investment  game  which  would 
be  used  by  3 different  coin  clubs  -- 
Waukegan,  Kenosha  and  Racine.  The  game 
would  be  hypothetical,  $5000  or  under  to  be 
invested  in  numismatics  as  coins,  currency, 
gold  or  silver.  Each  person  would  make  their 
choice  and  like  the  stock  market,  see  if 
profit  is  lost  or  gained  in  6-months  and  again 
in  a year.  A prize  would  be  awarded  to  the 
best  and  the  worst  investor.  Sounds  like  fun! 
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Wisconsin's  Newest  Coin  Club 

by  Bruce  Benoit 

On  March  1 5th  an  informational  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Cedarburg  library  to  see  if  there 
was  enough  interest  to  begin  a new  coin  club. 
This  meeting  derived  from  the  librarian 
contacting  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic 
Society  seeking  a volunteer  from  the  club  to 
advise  several  youth  who  were  interested  in 
coin  collecting  and  forming  a club.  About  12 
area  collectors,  including  several  young 
people  attended  the  meeting. 

Bruce  Benoit,  President  of  the  South  Shore 
Coin  Club,  explained  the  functions  of  what 
makes  a coin  club  successful.  Many 
attendees  were  eager  to  join  and  signed  up 
that  evening  and  some  expressed  interest  in 
becoming  club  officers.  Donated  penny 
boards  were  given  to  the  kids,  along  with 
some  wheat  pennies  to  fill  the  holes. 

On  April  10th  the  club  held  their  first 
meeting.  More  applications  were  received 
and  a handful  of  visitors  were  interested  in 
becoming  members.  Club  dues  were 
established  at  $5  per  year  for  adults  and  $3 
for  youth  under  12.  Refreshments  were 
served,  followed  by  exhibits,  with  a walking 
liberty  half  going  to  one  lucky  young 
numismatist  as  the  exhibitor's  prize.  A 
short  program  on  the  different  options  to 
coin  collectors  relating  to  coin  storage  was 
presented.  Election  of  officers  will  be  held 
at  their  next  meeting. 

The  Cedarburg  Coin  Club  meets  at  7:00  p.m. 
on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Cedarburg  Public  Library  located  at  W63 
N583  Hanover  Street  in  downtown 
Cedarburg. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

by  Al  Hrudka 

When  I received  my  Spring  issue  of  NOW 
News  it  requested  information  on  the 
Manitowoc  Coin  Club. 

For  many  years  our  coin  club  was  known  as 
the  "Clipper  City  Coin  Club."  Several  years 
ago  we  stopped  having  meetings  and  a small 
group  of  us  talk  coins  on  an  informal  basis. 

At  the  time  we  discontinued  having  regular 
meetings,  it  was  decided  to  continue  having 
our  annual  coin  show.  I have  been  chairman 
of  our  annual  coin  show  for  the  past  30 
years  and  this  year  marked  our  30th 
Manitowoc  Coin  Show,  all  held  at  Club  Bil- 
Mar  in  Manitowoc.  We  had  1 6 dealers  at  this 
year's  show. 

Our  show  has  always  been  held  the  2nd 
Sunday  of  February,  with  next  year's  show 
scheduled  for  February  8,  2004  at  the  Club 
Bil-Mar,  and  we  simply  call  it  the  Manitowoc 
Coin  Show. 

I have  been  a member  of  NOW  #1 085  for 
over  30  years. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

Another  Successful  Madison  Show 

Coin  collectors  poured  into  the  Sheraton 
Hotel  in  Madison  on  March  30th  to  attend  the 
club's  71st  annual  show.  Bourse  chairman, 
John  Foellmi  said  the  crowd  was  elbow-to- 
elbow  for  most  of  the  morning.  Four  silver 
Eagles  and  two  10  ounce  gold  coins  were 
given  during  hourly  door  prizes  and 
collectors  were  given  an  opportunity  to  join 
the  Madison  Coin  Club  at  a special  rate  during 
the  show. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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ANA  Highlights 

"Mountains  of  Money:  A 
Colorado  Story"  Exhibit 

Gold  and  silver  extracted 
from  the  mountains  and 
minted  into  coins,  tokens  and  medals  in 
mining  camps,  towns  and  cities  transformed 
the  wilderness  of  the  Colorado  Territory  into 
the  booming  Centennial  State.  The  story  of 
the  people  and  the  state  they  shaped  is  told  in 
"Mountains  of  Money:  A Colorado  Story,"  an 
exhibit  that  opened  on  April  26th  at  the 
Money  Museum  in  Colorado  Springs. 

"Gold  strikes,  the  silver  boom  and  the 
Denver  Mint  are  3 primary  forces  that 
shaped  Colorado"  says  curator  Lawrence 
Lee.  "This  exhibit  traces  the  early  saga  of 
the  state,  from  the  first  major  gold  rush 
following  the  discovery  of  gold  near  the 
confluence  of  Cherry  Creek  and  the  South 
Platte  River  in  1858,  through  the  late  1800s 
when  silver  was  king  to  the  founding  of  the 
United  States  Mint  in  Denver  and  the  end  of 
gold-backed  American  currency  in  1933.  It 
is  the  most  complete  collection  of  such 
material  ever  brought  together  and  includes 
original  paintings  and  other  artwork  of 
Colorado  mountain  scenes  created  in  the 
1880s." 

Throughout  those  75  years,  Colorado's 
fortunes  were  linked  directly  to  the  precious 
metals  hauled  from  its  mountains.  Almost 
immediately  after  the  discovery  of  gold, 
private  minting  firms  set  up  operations  to 
transform  nuggets  and  dust  into  coins  for 
general  circulation.  Dr.  John  Parsons,  a 
multi-talented  medical  doctor  from  Quincy, 
Illinois,  assayed  and  struck  gold  coins  from 


the  back  of  his  wagon  in  the  Tarryall  Mining 
District  in  South  Park  in  1861.  At  the  same 
time,  John  J.  Conway  & Co.,  jewelers  and 
bankers,  briefly  struck  gold  pieces  in 
Summit  County.  However,  the  most 
successful  private  minter  in  Colorado  was 
Clark,  Gruber  & Co.,  which  operated  in 
Denver  from  1860  to  1861.  The  firm  later 
was  purchased  by  the  federal  government  as 
the  foundation  for  the  Denver  Mint. 

Only  a handful  of  the  coins  produced  by  these 
early  minters  remain  in  collections  today, 
and  the  finest  examples  from  the  Frederick 
R.  Mayer  Colorado  Pioneer  Gold  Collection 
are  included  in  this  exhibit.  Of  particular 
interest  are  the  obverse  designs  for  Clark, 
Gruber's  $10  and  $20  gold  pieces.  An 
engraver  in  Philadelphia,  who  had  never  been 
west,  made  Pikes  Peak  look  like  a pile  of 
whipped  cream. 

A special  section  in  the  exhibit  describes  the 
creation  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  Denver, 
from  its  early  days  in  1 863  as  an  assay 
office  to  the  striking  of  the  first  coins  there 
in  1906. 

Colorado's  first  fortunes  waned  by  the  late 
1 860s,  when  the  days  of  "easy"  gold 
disappeared.  The  second  boom  began  the 
next  decade,  when  silver  was  discovered 
near  Leadville  and  prices  rose  because  of  a 
congressional  mandate  for  the  precious 
metal.  Mining  towns  sprouted  like 
wildflowers,  and  the  state's  population  grew 
by  676%  from  1860  to  1880. 

"Along  with  these  towns  rose  a proliferation 
of  tokens  used  by  merchants,  saloons  and 
laborers,"  Lee  said.  "Visitors  to  the  exhibit 
can  see  the  bewildering  assortment  of 
shapes,  denominations,  metallic  compositions 
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and  imagery.  We  also  have  a wide 
assortment  of  tokens  and  medals  issued  by 
fraternal  organizations,  political  parties,  and 
local  and  state  governments  for  a wide 
variety  of  uses,  from  club  rituals  and  tax 
payments  to  chauffeur  badges  and  military 
medals." 

While  new  fortunes  blossomed  during  the 
Cripple  Creek-Victor  gold  rush  of  the  1890s, 
lifestyles  supported  by  silver  collapsed  when 
the  federal  government  stopped  buying  the 
metal.  The  Gold  Standard  Act  of  1990 
finally  killed  Colorado's  silver  boom,  but 
protests  continued.  One  silver  advocate  was 
Victor  minor,  Joseph  Lesher,  who  had  his 
own  "dollars"  produced  in  1900  and  1901. 
Merchants  who  signed  on  with  his  program 
could  have  their  name  engraved  on  the  silver 
pieces.  Some  of  the  finest  examples  of  these 
rare  items  are  included  in  the  exhibit. 

The  "Mountains  of  Money"  exhibit  will  run 
through  January  31,  2004.  The  Money 
Museum  is  free  and  open  to  the  public 
Monday  through  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00 
p.m.,  and  Saturday  10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  ANA 
Museum  at  719-632-2646  or  e-mail 
museum@money.org  or  visit  the  exhibit 
online  at  www.money.org/museum/ 
coloradoexhibit.html. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


ANA  Summer  Seminar 
Colorado  Springs 

June  28  - July  4 
July  5-1  1 


Lesher’s 

Medal 

by  Adna  G 
Wilde,  Jr. 


Referendum  Souvenir:  In  center  of  upper  half  is  the 
device  from  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  with 
motto  NIL.  SINE  NUMME  (nothing  without  God) 
separating  1 OZ  and  COIN;  below,  SILVER/PRICE 
1.25/  M'F'D.  VICTOR/COLO./ 1900.  Scrolls  are  in 
the  field  left  and  right  of  the  Colorado  state  seal. 

Joseph  Lesher  mined  in  the  areas  of 
Georgetown,  Leadville  and  Silver  San  Juan, 
and  owned  a productive  silver  mine  near 
Central  City.  Consequently,  the  demise  of 
silver  coinage  by  the  U.S.  Government  in 
1873  (better  known  as  the  "Crime  of  1873" 
hit  Lesher  along  with  most  Colorado  miners 
as  a disaster. 

Banks,  business  houses  and  mines  failed,  and 
thousands  were  unemployed.  William 
Jennings  Bryan  built  a national  platform 
around  the  free  coinage  of  silver  and  Lesher 
was  on  his  side  all  the  way,  but  gold  was  to 
have  its  day  and  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
Cripple  Creek  saved  the  day  for  Colorado. 

Lesher  followed  prosperity  to  Cripple  Creek 
and  Victor,  gaining  wealth  from  real  estate 
investments,  but  he  remained  a believer  in 
free  silver,  and  his  plan  for  silver 
referendum  medals  was  an  effort  to  see 
silver  utilized  once  more. 
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There  are  only  six  types  and  eleven 
varieties  of  Lesher's  medals,  the  first  type 
being  dated  1900.  All  types  of  this  same 
year  are  33mm  in  diameter  and  weigh  480 
grains,  equivalent  to  one  troy  ounce  of  .950 
fine  silver.  The  pieces  of  1 900  are  stamped 
with  a price  of  $1 .25. 

While  an  article  published  November  1 4, 

1 900  stated  there  would  be  500  pieces 
struck  as  a second  edition,  and  Farran  Zerbe 
in  his  published  article  stated  that  600 
medals  of  this  second  type  were  made,  it  is 
highly  unlikely  that  more  than  210  were 
actually  struck. 

Not  only  was  Mr.  Bumstead  the  first 
merchant  to  use  Mr.  Lesher's  scheme,  but 
the  success  was  emphasized  with  a second 
order  from  Bumstead.  Again  "A.B. 
Bumstead"  appeared  on  this  new  issue, 
however,  a new  type  was  created. 


Lesher's 

Medal 


Bumstead  - First  Reverse,  Obverse:  A 
typical  mountain  mining  scene  in  the 
upper  half  of  the  field,  inscription  at  the 
top  "PIKES  PEAK/SILVER  MINE;  below,  a 
COMMODITY  / WILLGIVE/  IN 
EXCHANGE/  MERCHANDISE/  A.B. 
BUMSTEAD  / No.  Reverse;  Legend  around 
top.  JOS.  LESHER 


Book 
Nook 

New  Coin  Collecting 
Merit  Badge  Book 

by  Tom  Casper 

After  a number  of  years  on  the  drawing 
board,  a new  Coin  Collecting  merit  badge 
book  has  arrived.  It  was  printed  in  2002  and 
written  by  George  Cuhaj  of  Krause 
Publications.  George  is  also  the  author  of 
U.S.  Scouting  Collectibles. 

The  64-page  booklet  has  all  new  photos  and 
contains  expanded  numismatic  information, 
including  information  on  paper  money.  All 
the  information  is  current  which  includes  the 
50  State  Quarters  program.  Storage, 
grading,  commemoratives,  and  making  of 
coins  are  also  covered.  Some  of  the 
requirements  have  changed.  One  new  one 
requires  the  scout  to  demonstrate  to  the 
counselor  that  they  know  how  to  use  two 
coin  reference  catalogs.  Another  asks  the 
scout  to  explain  "legal  tender."  The  answers 
to  all  of  the  requirements  are  found  in  the 
book. 

At  this  time  we  anticipate  that  the  clinic  held 
in  Milwaukee  in  2004  will  be  using  this  new 
book,  providing  they  have  been  distributed 
and  available  at  that  time. 

George  acknowledges  the  assistance  of  two 
MNS  members,  Lee  Hartz  and  Tom  Casper. 
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who  contributed  to  the  booklet.  The  book  is  a 
wealth  of  information  on  coin  collecting  and 
suitable  for  the  beginning  collector. 

Hopefully  it  will  thrill  and  excite  some 
scouts  into  making  coin  collecting  a life-long 
hobby. 

PNG  Issues  Directory 

The  2003  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
Membership  Directory  is  now  available.  The 
pocket-sized  72-page  book  contains 
information  on  PNG  members  located  in  31 
states  as  well  as  seven  countries.  To  obtain 
a copy  of  the  2003  PNG  Membership 
Directory,  send  $1  per  copy  to  Robert 
Brueggeman,  PNG  Executive  Director,  3950 
Concordia  Lane,  Fallbrook,  CA  92028  or  call 
760-728-1300. 

The  Paper  Money  of  the 
Bank  of  Mexico  (3rd  edition) 

Duane  Douglas'  book,  "The  Paper  Money  of 
the  Bank  of  Mexico"  hadn't  been  updated  for 
10  years.  The  166-page  soft  covered  book 
includes  all  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of 
Mexico  since  1925.  The  cost  is  $23 
(includes  shipping).  To  order  contact  Lowell 
Horwedel,  PO  Box  2395,  West  Lafayette,  IN 
47996  or  call  765-583-4585. 

ANA  Book  Focuses  on  History 

A California  Gold  Rush  History 

This  book,  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
features  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  This  massive  numismatic 
masterpiece  tells  all  about  gold  mining, 
private  mints,  gambling  casinos,  the  history 
of  the  Forty  Niners'  trek  west  and  much 
more.  Lavishly  illustrated  ANA  members 
can  purchase  this  1,054  page  hardcover  book 
from  for  $189.  Call  ANA  1 -800-367-9723. 


"2004  U.S.  Coin  Digest" 

U.S.  coin  collectors  heading  to  shows  or 
hobby  stores  can  now  carry  with  them  an 
accurate  and  updated  record  to  help  them 
identify  and  value  U.S.  coins.  This  Coin 
Digest  offers  more  than  80,000  up-to-date 
prices,  in-depth  coin  coverage  and  helpful 
collecting  information  for  coins  struck  during 
colonial  times  to  present.  Published  by 
Krause  Publications,  and  edited  by  Joel  Edler 
and  Dave  Harper,  this  spiral  bound  guide  is 
fully  illustrated  and  easy  to  use. 

U.S.  coin  coverage  consists  of  U.S.  Mint 
issues,  commemoratives,  bullion  coins,  sets 
and  rolls,  colonial  and  early  coinage, 
territorial  gold  and  coins  specifically  from 
Hawaii,  Philippines  and  Puerto  Rico.  The 
listings  contain  prices  in  up  to  1 1 grades  of 
condition,  mint  dates,  mintage  numbers, 
obverse  & reverse  images  and  coin 
specifications,  including  designer,  size, 
weight,  composition  and  identifying  notes. 

The  opening  chapters  provide  a history  of 
American  coins,  as  well  as  describing  how 
coins  are  made,  explaining  errors  and  how  to 
grade  coins. 

The  "2004  U.S.  Coin  Digest  can  be  purchased 
for  $11 .99  from  coin  and  hobby  stores, 
major  book  stores  or  directly  from  Krause 
Publications  (1-800-258-0929). 

"United  States  Paper  Money  Errors: 

A Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Price  Guide" 

This  2nd  edition  book  offers  up-to-date 
values  for  many  common  and  rare  types  of 
errors  on  U.S.  paper  money.  The  288-page 
paperback  includes  550  black  & white  photos 
and  may  be  purchased  from  Krause 
Publications  for  $24.99  (1-800-258-0929). 
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Old  Hands 
Create  a 
New  Line  of 
Money 

submitted  by 
Tom  Casper 


Computers  still  can't  match  Dixie  March's 
hands.  As  one  of  only  1 3 engravers  who 
created  the  nation's  currency,  which  will 
soon  sport  new  colors,  March  carves 
thousands  of  teensy  dots  and  lines  onto  steel 
plates  while  peering  through  her  139-year- 
old  brass  magnifier  and  wielding  her  hand- 
made engraving  tools. 


"We're  kind  of  dinosaurs"  said  March,  who 
works  for  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing.  "It's  a dying  craft...  technology  is 
going  to  take  over,  but  the  technology  just 
hasn't  gotten  there  yet." 

March  and  her  3 fellow  letter  engravers, 
five  picture  engravers  and  a single  sculpture 
engraver,  toll  away  in  relative  obscurity  on 
the  top  floor  of  the  BEP's  vault-like  annex  at 
1 4th  and  C streets  NW.  Three  letter 
engravers  work  at  the  Bureau's  Fort  Worth 
plant. 


Engraving  is  a time-intensive  operation. 
March  labored  about  3 weeks  to  engrave  the 
ornate  letters  forming  "The  United  States  of 
America"  on  the  $10  note.  It  took  about  9 
days  to  chisel  out  the  intricate  pattern  of 
dots  and  lines  that  spells  out  "Ten  Dollars". 

Today  there  are  fewer  than  100  security 
engravers  worldwide,  because  of  the 
dwindling  number  of  private  banknote  firms 
and  because  governments  are  replacing  much 
hand  engraving  with  technology. 


Greenbacks  are  Getting 
More  Colorful 

Wisconsin  State  Journal 

On  May  13th,  the  Treasury  Department  took 
the  wrappers  off  of  the  redesigned  $20  bill, 
although  they  won't  appear  in  cash  registers 
or  ATM  machines  until  later  this  year. 

On  both  the  front  and  back  of  the  new  $20s 
there  is  a faint  wash  of  green  tint,  then 
peach  down  the  middle,  then  green  again  in 
what  had  been  the  neutral-colored 
background  of  the  old  notes.  The  image  of 
Jackson  appears  bigger  because  more  of  his 
neck  and  shoulders  are  in  view  and  the 
border  around  his  oval  portrait  has  been 
removed.  The  new  design  also  includes  a 
faint  blue  eagle  in  the  background  on  the 
front  of  the  bill  to  the  left  of  Jackson's 
image  and  metallic  green  eagle  and  shield  to 
the  right.  Also  on  the  front,  near  the  eagle 
and  shield,  are  the  words  "Twenty  USA" 
printed  in  a faint  blue. 

The  White  House  still  dominates  on  the  back 
of  the  new  bill,  but  the  border  around  the 
image  is  gone.  Also,  tiny  number  20s  are 
printed  on  the  back  in  yellow  floating  in  the 
background.  The  $20  bill  is  the  most 
counterfeited  note  in  the  United  States. 

New  designs  for  $50  and  $100  bills  are 
expected  in  2004  and  2005,  respectively. 
Colors  will  vary  by  denomination... 
something  that  will  make  it  easier  for  people 
to  distinguish  notes  from  one  another. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  United  States  has 
used  color  to  differentiate  between 
denominations,  which  will  aid  the  visually 
impaired  and  enhance  security.  Other 
countries  have  been  doing  this  for  decades. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Nation  to  Get  Newly  Designed  Nickels 

U.S.  Mint 

The  nickel  will  soon  have  a new  look. 
President  Bush  signed  a historic  bill  that 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
change  the  designs  of  the  5<t  coins  issued  in 
2003,  2004  and  2005  in  recognition  of  the 
bicentennial  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  and 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition.  The  design 
of  the  nickel  has  remained  unchanged  since 
1938.  In  2006  the  nickel  will  return  to  a 
depiction  of  President  Thomas  Jefferson  on 
the  "heads"  side  and  an  image  of  Jefferson’s 
home,  Monticello,  on  the  "tails"  side. 

"It  is  a new  century,  and  the  U.S.  is  in  a 
renaissance  of  coin  design,"  said  Mint 
Director,  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore.  "This  is 
the  first  time  in  65  years  that  Americans 
will  reach  into  their  pockets  and  pull  out 
newly-designed  nickels." 

Most  Americans  haven't  seen  a nickel 
different  from  the  current  one,  introduced  in 
1938.  Americans  and  coin  collectors  have 
fond  memories  of  a great  American  classic, 
the  Buffalo  nickel.  Images  emblematic  of  the 
bicentennials  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  and 
the  Lewis  & Clark  expedition  will  be  the 
subjects  depicted  on  the  "tails"  side  of  the 
new  nickels.  The  "heads"  side  will  continue 
to  bear  images  of  President  Jefferson  in 
recognition  of  his  role  in  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  and  the  commissioning  of  the  Lewis 
& Clark  expedition. 

More  than  1 30  million  Americans  are 
collecting  the  50  State  Quarters  and  the  new 
nickels  will  encourage  even  more  interest  in 
coin  collecting.  Through  coins,  Americans  of 
all  ages  learn  about  geography,  the  history 
and  the  values  of  our  great  nation.  Now  we 
will  have  new  designs  on  the  nickel 


commemorating  the  Lewis  & Clark  expedition 
and  the  Louisiana  Purchase. 

The  "American  5<t  Coin  Design  Continuity  Act 
of  2003"  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  January  7,  2003  and 
became  law  on  April  23,  2003.  The  Act 
establishes  the  Citizens  Coinage  Advisory 
Committee  (CCAC)  and  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  consultation 
with  the  CCAC  and  the  Citizens 
Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee. 
The  Mint  is  moving  quickly  in  hopes  of 
producing  a redesigned  nickel  later  this  year 
or  early  2004.  For  more  information,  visit 
the  U.S.  Mint  at  http://www.usmint.gov. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

U.S.  Treasurer  Resigns 

U.S.  Treasurer,  Rosario  Marin,  gave  her 
resignation  to  Treasury  Secretary,  John 
Snow.  As  Treasurer,  Marin  oversees  the 
makers  of  America's  greenbacks  and  coins  -- 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  and  the 
U.S.  Mint,  respectively.  Her  signature  can 
be  found  on  paper  currency.  Marin  also 
traveled  throughout  the  country  promoting 
financial  literacy  and  helping  low-income 
people  get  into  the  banking  system,  helping 
them  set  up  savings  and  checking  accounts. 

Euro  Sets  Record  Against  the 
U.S.  Dollar  in  Trading 

On  May  17th  the  euro  broke  its  all-time  high 
against  the  U.S.  dollar,  reaching  $1,1885  in 
Tokyo  trading.  A lower  dollar  helps  U.S. 
exporters  by  making  their  goods  cheaper 
abroad.  Economists  say  the  euro's  recent 
rise  was  the  result  of  several  factors, 
including  a perception  on  financial  markets 
that  the  U.S.  is  perfectly  happy  to  see  the 
dollar  go  down. 
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Alabama 

Quarter 


The  Alabama 
quarter  is  the 
second  quarter  of  2003  and  the  22nd  in  the 
50  State  Quarters  program.  Alabama 
became  the  22nd  state  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  December  14,  1819  and 
features  an  image  of  Helen  Keller  with  her 
name  inscribed  in  both  English  and  Braille. 

Helen  Keller's  remarkable  story  is  well 
known  throughout  the  world  and  it's  not 
surprising  that  she  remains  a woman  whose 
astounding  personality  and  accomplishments 
attracted  widespread  admiration  and  awe. 

The  Alabama  quarter  is  the  first  circulating 
coin  to  feature  Braille.  An  Alabama  long  leaf 
pine  branch  and  magnolias  grace  the  sides  of 
the  design  and  a "Spirit  of  Courage"  banner 
underlines  the  central  image. 

In  January  2001,  Governor  Don  Siegelman 
announced  a statewide  competition  for 
Alabama  school  children  to  submit  concepts 
for  their  quarter.  Of  the  thousands  of 
concepts  submitted,  the  Governor  forwarded 
three  to  the  U.S.  Mint  --  Helen  Keller, 
Alabama's  role  in  social  movements,  and 
Alabama's  social  and  economic  history. 

The  U.S.  Mint  returned  five  candidate  designs 
to  the  Governor's  office  where  the  final 
selection  of  Helen  Keller,  "Spirit  of  Courage" 
was  made. 


Helen  Keller  was  one  of  the 
world's  great  heroes 


Helen  Keller  was  born  at  "Ivy  green"  in 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  in  1880.  Helen 
contacted  an  illness  when  she  was  less  than 
2 years  old  that  left  her  unable  to  hear  or 
see,  consequently,  depriving  her  of  the 
senses  by  which  we  normally  learn  to  speak. 
Despite  her  disabilities,  Helen  learned  to 
speak  and  read  using  the  raised  and  manual 
alphabets,  as  well  as  Braille. 

At  a time  when  the  lives  of  most  people,  and 
certainly  most  disabled  people,  were 
constrained  by  their  society's  medical, 
philosophical,  social  and  economic 
limitations,  she  went  on  to  develop 
formidable  powers  of  intellectual  and 
emotional  achievements. 

Helen  graduated  with  honors,  receiving  her 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Radcliffe.  She 
traveled  to  the  farthest  reaches  of  the  world 
and  met  most  celebrated  personalties  of  her 
time.  She  became  a leading  figure  who 
publicly  campaigned  on  behalf  of  civil  rights, 
human  dignity,  women's  suffrage  and  world 
peace  and  went  on  to  publish  numerous 
books,  articles  and  essays. 

Helen  lived  out  her  life  addressing  social 
issues  for  disabled  people.  She  was  one  of 
the  world's  great  heroes.  Every  year  at  "Ivy 
Green"  a week-long  celebration  is  held  to 
commemorate  her  accomplishments  and  her 
"Spirit  of  Courage." 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Maine 

Quarter 


The  Maine  quarter  is  the  3rd  quarter  of 
2003  and  the  23rd  in  the  50  State  Quarter 
Program. 

Maine  became  the  23rd  state  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  as  part  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  on  March  15,  1820.  The  design 
incorporates  a rendition  of  the  Pemaquid 
Point  Light  atop  a granite  coast  and  of  a 
schooner  at  sea. 

Pemaquid  Point  Light  is  located  in  New 
Harbor,  and  marks  the  entrance  to 
Muscongus  Bay  and  John  Bay.  Since  the 
beginning  of  ship  activity  in  the  area,  a shoal 
created  hazardous  navigation  conditions, 
causing  many  shipwrecks.  As  maritime 
trade  increased  in  the  area,  so  did  the  need 
for  a lighthouse. 

In  1826,  Congress  appropriated  funds  to 
build  a lighthouse  at  Pemaquid  Point. 

Although  the  original  building  was  replaced  in 
1835,  and  the  original  10  lamps  in  1856,  the 
light  is  still  a beacon  for  ships  and  remains 
one  of  Maine’s  most  popular  tourist 
attractions.  The  schooner  resembles 
"Victory  Chimes",  the  last  3-masted 
schooner  of  the  Windjammer  Fleet.  "Victory 
Chimes"  has  become  synonymous  with  Maine 
windjamming. 


In  March  2001,  Governor  Angus  King 
established  a Commission,  and  after 
reviewing  many,  four  concepts  were 
forwarded  to  the  U.S.  Mint  for  consideration 
— The  Mint  returned  four  candidate  designs 
based  on  the  concept.  They  included 
"Nation's  First  Light,"  "Where  America's 
Day  Begins,"  Mt.  Ketahdin  and  the  lighthouse 
at  Pemaquid  Point.  The  Pemaquid  Point  Light 
design  was  chosen  by  popular  vote. 

The  U.S.  Mint  plans  to  launch  the  Maine 
Quarter  on  June  9th,  however,  specific 
attendees  and  events  haven't  been  announced 
by  the  Mint. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


Wisconsin  Quarter 

(Editor's  note:  I checked  the  Dept,  of  Financial 
Institution's  website  searching  for  the  latest 
information  regarding  our  state  quarter  and  found 
their  information  had  not  been  updated.  I am 
passing  along  information  that  recently  appeared 
in  Numismatic  News.] 

Of  the  original  9 designs  sent  in  by  former 
Governor,  Scott  McCallum,  the  Mint  has 
notified  Governor  Doyle  that  4 designs  were 
uncoinable,  leaving  5 designs  still  in  the 
running. 

The  Mint  is  scheduled  to  send  renderings  of 
the  5 designs  no  later  than  June.  At  that 
point  they  will  be  put  online  for  public  vote. 
The  results  will  have  an  advisory  capacity  in 
the  governor's  decision  --  he  will  choose  the 
state  quarter  image. 

The  Wisconsin's  quarter  is  scheduled  to  be 
released  late  next  year. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Million  Penny  Parade 

Milwaukee  Journal  Sentinel 
submitted  by  Tom  Casper 

Postcard  of  the  1 953  Lincoln  cent  - 
10  feet  in  diameter,  weighs  7.5 
tons,  built  by  Lions  Club  as  a 
monument  to  the  children  who 
collected  the  first  1 ,000,000 
pennies. 

Kate  Pelham  Newcomb  was  born  in  Kansas, 
raised  in  Boston,  trained  in  Buffalo  and  began 
her  medical  career  in  the  down-and-out 
sections  of  New  York  and  later  moved  to 
Detroit.  She  eventually  married  Bill 
Newcomb,  an  auto  plant  worker  who  wanted 
only  to  live  in  the  woods.  Dr.  Kate  arrived  in 
the  lake  and  forest  region  of  Wisconsin  in 
1 923  and  in  1931,  after  the  death  of  her 
first  child,  she  began  to  serve  the  needs  of 
her  far-flung  neighbors. 

Dr.  Kate  was  the  only  doctor  for  a sprawling 
population  of  about  7,000  --  and  in  harsh 
winters  visits  to  patients  often  became  a 
grueling  task.  She  wore  snow  shoes  when 
emergencies  coincided  with  heavy  snows,  or 
traveled  by  canoe  if  flooding  was  the  issue. 

The  Woodruff  region  had  a doctor,  but  no 
hospital,  so  early  in  the  1950s  Dr.  Kate  set 
out  to  raise  funds  for  a facility.  At  the  same 
time,  a local  school  effort  to  demonstrate 
how  much  a million  was  led  to  a student 
drive  to  collect  1 million  pennies,  all  of 
which  would  be  contributed  to  the  hospital. 
Thus,  in  1953,  was  born  the  first  Million 
Penny  Parade. 

Even  with  that  effort,  the  hospital  fund  was 
short  more  than  $30,000  which  was  when 
Dr.  Kate's  story  went  Hollywood.  Brought  to 


California  for 
what  she 
thought  would 
be  a medical 
conference, 
Newcomb 
wound  up  on 
the  popular 
"This  Is  Your 
Life"  TV  program  where  host  Ralph  Edwards 
pleaded  with  viewers  to  help  erase  the 
shortfall.  They  did,  and  within  a few  days  so 
much  mail  had  poured  into  the  tiny  Woodruff 
post  office  that  workers  used  bushel 
baskets,  banana  crates  and  cardboard  boxes 
to  hold  letters  that  ultimately  yielded  more 
than  $100,000. 

Woodruff  gave  their  hero  doctor  a second 
parade  in  1954.  According  to  news 
accounts,  it  was  the  biggest  ever  in  the 
north,  with  90  floats,  1 5 marching  bands  and 
25,000  viewers  to  soak  it  all  in.  In  1956, 
just  2 years  after  she  was  so  celebrated, 
Newcomb  was  mourned  when  she  fell,  broke 
a hip  and  died  of  complications  from  surgery. 
She  was  69. 

School  kids  were  once  again  getting  in  on  the 
act  in  a traditional  way.  A drive  is  under 
way  to  collect  1 million  pennies  once  again, 
this  time  to  fund  scholarships  in  education 
and  medicine  and  to  support  the  Dr.  Kate 
Museum  in  Woodruff,  on  the  site  of  her 
former  office.  The  "world's  largest  penny" 
stands  by  a marker  out  front. 

The  50th  anniversary  of  the  Million  Penny 
Parade  was  just  one  of  the  day's  activities. 

A reception  was  held  later  in  the  day  for  all 
of  Dr.  Katie's  babies  who  attended  the  event. 
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nil  A Visit  With 
NOW 

Number  One 

by  Gene  Johnson  #41 


Gene  Johnson  (right)  visits 
with  Chet  Krause  in  Chet's  new 
(old)  office. 


Having  returned  from 
balmy  Palm  Springs,  California,  on  April 
1st,  we  were  rudely  welcomed  back  to 
Wisconsin  by  3 inches  of  new  snow,  and  a 
week  or  more  of  bitter  20  degrees  cold. 

With  a 4-month  backlog  of  hobby 
correspondence,  plus  taxes  and  homeowners 
responsibilities,  we  were  unable  to  attend 
the  2003  NOW  convention  in  Milwaukee. 

When  the  air  finally  cleared  on  April  14th, 
there  was  time  for  numismatics...  and  the 
first  order  of  business  was  a 41  mile  trip 
east  to  the  "Coin  Collector's  Capital,"  -- 
lola,  Wisconsin. 

NOW  News  readers  have  been  well  appraised 
of  the  sale  of  Krause  Publications, 
Incorporated  to  City  Bank  of  New  York,  but 
many  of  the  loyal  here  in  the  numismatic 
heartland  have  yet  to  see  the  new  Chet 
Krause  headquarters  located  in  the  same 
building  in  which  NOW,  our  state  coin 
organization,  was  born  in  1960.  Let  me  tell 
you  about  it. 


Upon  arrival,  at  7:45  a.m.,  I passed 
through  the  familiar  double  door 
entrance  of  the  "old"  Numismatic 
News  building  located  a block  off  lola's 
main  street,  and  overlooking  the 

placid  and  beautiful  lola  Mill  Lake. 

NOW  old  timers  who  took  part  in  the 
formation  meeting  of  NOW  in  1960 
will  remember  the  1957  original 
single  story  brick  building, 
noteworthy  as  the  home  of  the  ultra 
modern  "addressograph",  a clattering 
mechanical  mailing  marvel  of  the 
time. 

In  1 960  when  NOW  was  founded  and 
Chet  was  assigned  membership 
number  one,  the  building  had  already 
been  expanded,  and  a subsequent  addition  in 
1964  was  to  bring  it  to  its  current  5600 
square  foot  size.  It  housed  Krause 
Publications  Incorporated  until  the  huge  new 
building  at  700  East  State  Street  was 
constructed  in  1 975. 

This  nice  old  original  building  changed 
ownership  hands  and  premise  several  times 
during  the  next  28  years. 

First,  it  served  the  Redeemer  Lutheran 
Church  as  an  interim  meeting  place  while 
that  congregation's  new  office  was  under 
construction.  It  then  served  for  many  years 
as  Kurt  Krueger's  antique  and  oddments 
office  and  showroom.  Ownership  then  went 
to  Mattie  Palmlies,  who  leased  out  the 
building  to  be  used  as  a charter  school.  When 
the  Krause  Publications  Incorporated  ESOP 
dissolved  in  2002,  Chet  obtained  ownership 
of  the  somewhat  distressed  building. 

The  2002-03  renovation  of  the  1957  building 
is  impressive,  the  multi-functional  room 
arrangement  includes  a large  vault,  100  plus 
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capacity  meeting  room,  Chet's  large  airy 
office,  a waiting  room,  and  4-5  areas  which 
could  possibly  house  additional  offices.  Soft, 
pleasing  wall  and  floor  colors  prevail 
throughout  the  renovation. 

Chet's  niece,  Patti  Krause,  has  taken  on  the 
daunting  challenge  of  the  wall  hangings, 
which  include  Chet's  large  local  artist 
paintings  collection,  four  cartons  of  award 
plaques,  and  placement  of  the  hundreds  of 
small  artifacts  and  antiques  gathered  since 
1952,  when  Krause  Publications  was  born. 

Chet's  assistant,  Chris  Williams,  had  not  yet 
arrived  for  work  when  I showed  up,  but  the 
voice  hollering  "Come-on  in"  from  the 
adjacent  office  was  familiar.  Chet  never 
seems  to  change...  in  voice,  in  appearance  or 
personality  --  like  the  book  about  him  says, 
"he's  just  plain  Chet". 

Chet  has  nicely  recovered  from  his  last 
December's  lumbar  surgery  to  relieve  pain  in 
his  lower  back  ("rump"  as  he  calls  it)  and 
leg.  He  had  gamely  fought  his  way  through  a 
2002  series  of  oral  presentations  on  KP's 
50th  year  anniversary,  but  with 
considerable  back  and  leg  pain. 

We  chewed  the  fat  awhile,  and  then  toured 
the  building.  I was  amazed  how  big  the 
premises  were.  We  then  headed  over  to  the 
Crystal  Cafe  for  breakfast,  where  among 
employees  and  patrons  alike,  there  was  no 
one  in  the  place  who  didn't  greet  Chet. 

We  then  headed  next  door  to  the  lola  Bank 
lock  boxes  where  Chet  retrieved  one  of  the  3 
known  1 936  Canada  dot  cents  that  he  plans 
to  sell.  I had  never  seen  this  coin.  Mounted 
in  a custom  plastic  4x4  holder,  it  didn't  look 
all  that  impressive...  I found  the  dot  to  be 
very  small! 


Then  it  was  back  to  the  renovated  building, 
where  the  grounds  are  in  the  final  stages  of 
attractive  landscaping.  Here  we  met 
exonumia  expert,  Russ  Rulau,  who  is 
currently  updating  his  catalog  book,  "United 
States  Tokens  --  1700-1900"  for 
publication  in  2004. 

At  Rulau's  request,  Chet  pulled  a thick 
handful  of  Civil  War  cardboard-type  script 
from  the  vault  for  Russ'  inspection.  While 
chatting,  Russ,  Chet  and  I all  agreed, 
retirement  is  a lot  busier  than  pre- 
retirement employment. 

Retired,  busy  as  ever,  heavily 
numismatically  involved  and  surviving  the 
shock  of  the  ESOP  meltdown,  Chet  Krause, 
the  man,  is  truly  #1  in  NOW,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  a grateful  hobby. 

Chet  will  be  auctioning  off  part  of  his  broken 
banknote  and  script  collection,  disposing  of 
all  this  type  paper  other  than  his  core 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan  holdings. 

Nostalgia  wise,  Chet  pointed  out  the  corner 
of  the  building  where  NOW  was  formed  in 
1960...  and  readers,  believe  me,  back  then 
the  building  was  never  as  nice  as  it  is  now. 

It  seems  incredible  that  this  crisp,  beautiful 
building  is  46  years  old. 

Oh,  if  all  of 
us  in  NOW 
could  also  be 
renewed  like 
Chet's 
office. 
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Staff  Sergeant  Borgmann's 
Unusual  History 

by  Fred  Borgmann  #1175 


Time  of  Service: 

March  28,  1 92  - September  21,1  945. 

Fred  A.  Borgmann  was  born  in  Dusseidorf 
Germany  in  August  of  1907,  his  first 
military  experience  was  in  1914  when  as  a 
boy  watching  the  German  troops  parade  off 
to  war  he  was  picked  up  by  the  soldiers  and 
put  on  one  of  the  horses  of  a field  artillery 
unit  for  a short  ride. 

After  the  war  in  1919  he  nearly  died  of 
starvation  during  the  allied  food  blockade. 

His  ordeal  and  recovery  made  him  a deeply 
religious  man.  The  civil  war  in  Germany 
between  the  Communists  and  the  Nazis 
convinced  him  that  neither  side  was  any 
good. 

Borgmann  finished  his  training  as  a baker  and 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1927.  In 
the  U.S.  he  found  that  he  was  allergic  to  the 
bleached  flour  commonly  in  use  and  began 
learning  to  cook  as  a new  trade.  He  was  the 
cook  at  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  and  eventually 
became  a chef  at  some  of  Milwaukee's  finest 
restaurants. 


In  1936  Fred  became  a citizen  and  in  1942  at 
the  age  of  35,  he  was  drafted  into  the  U.S. 
Army  where  he  was  assigned  to  the 
airborne.  At  5 feet  tall  and  weighing  less 
than  1 20  pounds,  he  was  probably  the  oldest 
and  smallest  private  in  the  Army.  During 
basic  training  it  was  discovered  that  he  was 
a baker  and  a chef  and  after  two  months  as  a 
Private,  he  was  promoted  to  T-Sgt.  and  put 
in  charge  of  the  mess  hall. 

Before  shipping  out  to  Europe,  he  was  given 
the  option  to  transfer  to  a pacific-bound  unit 
because  he  had  3 brothers  in  the  German 
Army.  Fred  chose  to  stay  and  help  liberate 
his  homeland. 

Of  his  many  experiences  during  the  war,  the 
following  must  be  mentioned  here. 

When  the  Army  was  about  to  capture 
Dusseidorf,  the  Germans  started  to  shell  the 
Americans  with  a large  railroad  gun.  The 
gun  had  to  be  silenced  but  the  Germans  kept 
moving  and  hiding  it  between  shellings.  What 
was  left  of  Dusseidorf  would  have  to  be 
leveled  and  the  order  was  about  to  be  given 
when  someone  remembered  that  this  was 
Sgt.  Shorty's  home  town.  Based  on  his 
childhood  memories,  Borgmann  pointed  out  a 
few  locations  on  the  map  where  there  were 
railroad  tunnel  entrances.  Those  locations 
were  blasted  and  the  gun  was  never  heard 
from  again,  thus  saving  the  lives  of 
countless  civilians  huddled  in  the  basements 
of  their  bombed-out  houses.  (Dusseidorf  was 
88%  destroyed). 
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Throughout  the  European  Campaign  there 
were  always  hungary  women  and  children 
around  the  Army  field  kitchens  begging  for 
food  and  Sgt.  Borgmann  always  gave  away 
any  left  over  food.  This  was  fine  until  they 
crossed  the  German  border  when  an  order 
came  down  that  in  the  future  all  left  over 
food  was  to  be  burned  or  buried.  Sgt. 
Borgmann  refused  to  obey  that  order  and 
was  charged  with  a court-martial  offense. 

His  Catholic  Chaplin  wouldn't  help  him  and 
advised  him  to  obey  orders.  The  Lutheran 
Chaplin,  however,  did  all  he  could  to  help.  In 
his  defense  Borgmann  quoted  General 
Eisenhower's  statement  that  this  was  a 
"Christian  Crusade"  and  then  said  that  as 
Christians,  it's  our  duty  to  bury  the  dead, 
heal  the  sick  and  FEED  THE  HUNGARY!" 

The  charges  against  Sgt.  Borgmann  were 
dropped  and  new  orders  came  down 
permitting  Sgt.  Borgmann  to  continue  giving 
away  left  over  food  to  civilians. 

As  the  war  came  to  an  end,  Sgt.  Borgmann's 
unit  moved  into  Berchtesgaden.  Borgmann 
looked  around,  found  a suitable  building  to 
commandeer  for  the  mess  staff  and  then 
informed  the  family  living  there  in  perfect 
Prussian  German  that  they  had  to  pack  their 
things  and  move  out...  not  the  best  way  to 
meet  your  future  wife. 


Medals  & Badges  of  Fred  A.  Borgmann 

Combat  Infantryman  Badge 

Awarded  for  exemplary  conduct  in  combat  which 
occurs  in  a major  action. 

Glider  Infantry  Badge  with  one  Bronze 
Battle  Star:  This  star  is  for  the  combat  glider 
landing  in  Holland  as  part  of  Operation  Market- 
Garden. 

Distinguished  Unit  Badge  - Army 

Awarded  to  the  entire  division  for  the  defense  of 
Bastogne.  This  was  the  first  time  an  entire  division 
was  so  honored.  In  1966  the  name  of  this  award  was 
changed  to  "Presidential  Unit  Citation". 

Army  Marksman  Qualification  Badge 
with  Rifle  Bar 

Medals  & Decorations 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (awarded  before  Sept.  21,  1945) 
Good  Conduct  Medal  (awarded  Oct.  1943) 
European,  African.  Middle  Eastern  Campaign  Medal 
with  Silver  Battle  Star  for  5 battles 
World  War  II  Victory  Medal 
Honorable  Discharge  Patch  & Label  Button 
Civilian  Pins 

and  many  other  badges,  buttons,  patches  & pins. 
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Milwaukee  Transit  Passes 


by  Dave  Hunsicker  LM  #35 


fh*  Milwaufcw*  Electric  Railway  and  Light  Company 

wwtf  18 

MAY  4 to  MAY  10,  1930  (Lid.) 
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Not  Good" on  Wisconsin  Motor  Bus  Lina* 


The  great  Milwaukee  Electric  Railway  & 

Light  Company  (TMER&L)  was  Wisconsin's 
largest  transit  company.  It  consisted  of 
streetcars  and  busses  serving  Milwaukee  and 
area  plus  buses  and  interurban  trains  serving 
lines  to  Sheboygan,  Waukesha  and 
Watertown,  Racine  and  Kenosha,  Burlington, 
East  Troy  and  many  other  smaller 
communities. 

The  company,  known  as  the  "TM"  for  short, 
adopted  the  weekly,  unlimited  ride  pass  on 
May  4,  1930.  The  cost  was  $1  which  lasted 
well  into  the  late  1940's  without  a price 
increase.  The  first  passes  were  rather  plain 
in  design,  but  by  1934,  artistic,  colorful  and 
attractive  designs  were  initiated. 

Featured  were  public  service 
announcements,  public  buildings,  State  Fair, 
safety  slogans,  Boy  Scout  Week,  holidays, 
baseball,  etc. 
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During  the  1930s  May  1st  was  "Moving  Day" 
in  Milwaukee,  although  most  people  didn't 
move  as  often  as  they  do  today.  On  the  first 
of  May  employers  let  their  employees  move 
with  no  loss  of  job,  vacation  time  or  paid 
holiday.  "Moving  Day"  was  pictured  on  the 
passes  to  confirm  this  story. 


During  World  War  II  the  passes  showed 
patriotic  designs  and  urged  people  to  join  the 
Armed  Forces.  Today  the  weekly  pass  is 
still  colorful,  continues  public  service 
announcements  and  places  to  visit,  however, 
the  cost  is  $12.  The  transit  system  is  now 
publicly  owned  and  has  far  less  service  than 
it  did  in  the  1930s.  The  love  of  the 
automobile  added  to  the  demise  for  the  need 
of  a large  transit  system. 
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Rare  Pennies 
Worth  More  Than 
Gold 

Rare,  1 943  copper  cents 
made  from  95%  copper 
and  5%  zinc  and  tin,  can 
be  worth  more  than 
gold! 

Submitted  by  John  Foellmi 
Reprinted  with  permission  from  Grit  Newspaper 

If  you  had  a 1943  Lincoln  copper  penny, 
would  you  trade  it  for  a pound  of  gold?  Well, 
believe  it  or  not,  just  about  anyone  who  has 
such  a coin  in  his  or  her  possession  would 
laugh  at  the  offer  --  and  with  good  reason. 

Today,  it's  possible  for  one  to  purchase  a 
pound  of  gold  for  less  than  $5,000.  Yet,  in 
2000,  a 1943  Lincoln  copper  cent  was 
auctioned  off  for  $120,000.  Even  more 
surprising  is  that  by  2009  one  of  those  cents 
might  bring  twice  that  amount. 

In  truth,  the  coin  that  was  auctioned  wasn't 
an  ordinary  penny.  It  was  a rare  1943 
copper  cent  in  near  mint  condition  and  while 
only  a few  other  Lincoln  copper  cents  may  be 
worth  that  much,  it  is  a fact  that  all  Lincoln 
cents  that  bear  the  two  wheat  sheaves 
design  on  the  reverse,  and  are  in  good 
condition  overall,  are  worth  considerably 
more  than  their  face  value. 

The  Lincoln  cent  was  the  first  regular  U.S. 
coin  to  portray  a specific  individual.  It  was 
introduced  August  2,  1909,  to  memorialize 
the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth.  Victor 
David  Brenner  designed  the  coin.  He 
engraved  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  one  side 
of  the  coin,  and  the  famous  wheat  design  on 
the  other.  The  metal  alloy  for  the  Lincoln 
cent  consisted  of  95%  copper  and  5%  zinc 


and  tin.  From  1909  to  1942,  the  U.S.  Mint 
made  the  cents  by  the  billions. 

During  the  height  of  World  War  II,  however, 
the  country's  copper  supply  was  needed  for 
wartime  use.  In  1943,  to  alleviate  the 
copper  shortage,  the  mint  was  forced  to 
experiment  with  alternative  compositions.  It 
came  up  with  a new  composition  of  zinc- 
coated  steel. 

There  weren't  supposed  to  be  any  copper 
cents  in  1943  only  zinc-coated  cents  were  to 
be  in  production.  However,  during  the 
transition  from  copper  to  steel,  an  error 
occurred.  A number  of  the  prewar  copper- 
alloy  disks  used  when  stamping  the  1 942 
cents,  got  mixed  in  with  the  new  zinc-steel 
ones.  Consequently,  an  unknown  quantity  of 
1 943  copper  cents  was  made,  resulting  in 
rare  coins.  To  date,  less  than  20  of  the 
1 943  copper  cents  have  been  found.  No  one 
really  knows  if  all  of  the  1943-copper  cents 
have  been  accounted  for,  so  there  is  a 
possibility  that  a few  more  might  still  be 
around.  What  is  known,  however,  is  that 
these  errors  are  quite  valuable. 


In  1943,  more  than  a billion 
Lincoln  steel  cents  were 
minted,  but  very  few  are  still 
m circulation. 

More  than  a billion  Lincoln  steel  cents  were 
minted  in  1943,  but  very  few  are  still  in 
circulation.  The  absence  is  due  in  part  to 
collectors  and  coin  dealers.  The  other  part 
rests  with  the  government,  which  culled  the 
1943  steel  cents  out  of  circulation  in  the 
1 960s  and  sold  them  in  bulk  for  scrap  metal. 
Although  the  1943  steel  cents  are  not  rare 
or  especially  valuable,  they  can  be  purchased 
from  20  cents  up  to  $1 0,  depending  upon 
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where  they  were  minted  and  their  condition. 
They  are  not  often  seen  in  circulation. 

Not  often  seen  in 
circulation  is  the 
Lincoln  Copper  Penny 
with  wheat  sheave. 

Other  pennies 
not  often  seen  in 
circulation  are 
the  wheat  cents.  From  1909  through  1957, 
more  than  24  billion  Lincoln  copper  pennies 
with  wheat  sheaves  were  minted.  Billions  of 
them  are  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  coin 
dealers.  And,  as  more  and  more  people 
become  Lincoln-cent  collectors,  they  draw 
upon  the  only  supply  available  --  those  still 
in  circulation.  Billions  of  the  coins  are 
probably  stored  in  households  throughout  the 
United  States...  in  coffee  cans  and  shoe  boxes 
and  billions  more  were  destroyed. 

In  the  1980s,  the  price  of  copper  shot  up  so 
high,  that  it  became  more  profitable  for 
metal  traders  to  melt  down  copper  coins  and 
sell  the  copper.  That  helps  explain  why  so 
few  Lincoln  wheat  cents  are  still  in 
circulation. 

On  February  25,  2000  President  Clinton 
signed  into  law  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Bicentennial  Commission  Act  to  determine 
how  the  nation  should  celebrate  the  200th 
anniversary  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth  in 
2009.  A 15-member  commission  was 
established  and  is  considering  minting  a 
Lincoln  bicentennial  penny.  The  commission 
will  report  to  Congress  by  February  1 2, 
2004. 

Congress  created  a similar  commission  in 
1 906  for  the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth  and 


the  result  was  the  minting  of  the  Lincoln 
cent,  and  the  building  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial.  In  1959,  to  mark  Lincoln's  150th 
birthday,  the  reverse  of  Brenner's  design 
was  changed  and  the  Lincoln  Memorial  was 
put  to  the  coin. 

In  recent  years,  many  people  and  businesses, 
considering  the  cent  coin  passe'  as  well  as  a 
nuisance,  have  called  for  the  abolishment  of 
the  coin.  In  fact,  one  senator  has  introduced 
a bill  to  have  the  penny  abolished  and 
although  the  one  cent  coin  still  has  many 
supporters,  the  group  calling  for  its 
abolishment  continues  to  grow. 


The  Lincoln  cent  was  the  first 
regular  US.  coin  to  portray  a 
specific  individual.  It  was 
introduced  Aug.  2,  1909. 

In  the  past  3 years,  the  U.S.  Mint  has 
changed  paper  money  and  introduced  new 
coinage  --  the  Sacajawea  Dollar  and  the 
state  quarters.  Add  to  this,  and  the  fact  that 
the  Lincoln  copper  cent  is  the  longest  running 
coin  design  in  the  history  of  U.S.  coins,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  Congress  may  order  the 
Mint  to  do  away  with  the  one-cent  coin, 
make  a change  in  the  existing  coin  or  mint  an 
entirely  new  coin  with  a new  Lincoln  portrait 
and  design. 

If  any  of  these  options  are  adopted,  there  is 
a good  likelihood  that  the  demand  for  Lincoln 
cents  would  increase,  as  coin  collectors 
around  the  world  would  begin  collecting 
older-design  coins.  The  new  demand  would 
result  in  an  appreciation  in  price  for  the 
Lincoln-what  cents,  which  are  already 
scarce. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
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World  War  I Pinbacks 
from  Milwaukee 

by  Leon  A.  Saryan  LM  #1  00 

Over  the  last  few  years  I have  found  many 
small  inexpensive  collectibles  for  my 
collection  by  scanning  the  internet.  Often  I'm 
looking  for  medals,  tokens  and  paper  money, 
but  occasionally  I have  located  valuable 
books,  old  iabels,  and  pinbacks  (pins  or 
badges).  Usually  I am  searching  for  items 
relating  to  Armenia,  but  I also  pursue  local 
items  if  the  price  is  right.  As  luck  would 
have  it,  occasionally  the  two  areas 
intersect. 

A few  years  ago,  I wrote  an  article  about  an 
interesting  pinback  badge  issued  in 
Milwaukee  County,  which  made  reference  to 
the  "Starving  Armenians". 

"FOR  THE  STARVING 
ARMENIANS,  JEWS  AND 
POLES/I  HAVE-HAVE 
YOU/?  MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY. 

Red  border  and  blue-green 
field  with  white  legend,  22 
mm  diameter  celluloid.  This 
pin  refers  to  relief  efforts 
organized  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  genocide  of  the 
Armenians  in  Ottoman 
Turkey  that  began  in  1915. 

was  distributed  in  Milwaukee  County  to 
promote  fund-raising  for  relief  efforts  on 
behalf  of  about  2 million  Armenians  who  had 
been  massacred  or  deported  by  the  Turks  in 
1915.  In  my  original  article  "Milwaukee 
County  Armenian  Relief  Pin,"  which  appeared 
in  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  News  (Jan. 
2000),  I speculated  that  this  pin  was  issued 
between  1915  and  1921.  The  datable  pins  in 


This  interesting  pin 


the  group  described  here  span  the  years 
1917-1920,  which  is  strong  evidence  in 
support  of  the  date  ascribed  in  that  article. 

As  far  as  I'm  aware,  this  pin  had  never  been 
described  before  and  was  obviously  scarce. 
After  this  find  I have  kept  my  eyes  open  for 
similar  examples,  which  I share  with  friends 
who,  like  me,  are  interested  in  the 
comparatively  uncharted  waters  of 
Armenian-related  exonumia. 

I was  cruising  eBay  Internet  auctions  one 
night  in  late  2001  when  I came  across 
another  example  of  the  same  pin.  it  was  part 
of  a small  collection  of  1 3 vintage  World  War 
I pinbacks  from  Milwaukee,  mounted  on 
velvet  and  secured  in  a frame,  offered  by  a 
dealer  from  upstate  New  York. 

MILWAUKEE  COUNTY/ 
WAR  FUND/  "Heap  the 
Hat".  Red,  white  and 
blue  hat  filled  with 
money,  22  mm 
diameter  celluloid. 
Illegible  oval  logo 
stamped  on  metal 
inside  back  of  pin. 

Perhaps  over-enthusiastically  I bid  about  $3 
each  to  secure  the  lot.  As  is  typical  with 
internet  auctions,  the  seller  could  not  explain 
how  a collection  assembled  in  Milwaukee 
made  its  way  to  upstate  New  York. 

The  pinbacks  in  this  group  are  genuine 
vintage  items  from  the  World  War  I era.  This 
is  apparent  from  the  dates  inscribed  on 
some,  and  the  fact  that  most  show  evidence 
of  rust  spot  corrosion.  Most  of  the  examples 
are  moderately  common  generic  types  issued 
in  conjunction  with  the  Liberty  Loan  Program 
or  to  support  the  Red  Cross. 
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The  Liberty  Loan  program  is  the  name  given 
to  5 bond  issues  floated  by  the  US 
government  between  1917  and  1919  to 
finance  American  participation  in  World  War 
I.  Altogether,  nearly  $21.5  billion  was 
raised  in  the  program.  The  first  drive  was 
presented  in  1917  to  a public  that  was  not 
accustomed  to  investing  in  bonds.  The  first 
4 loan  drives  took  place  while  the  War  was  in 
progress  (the  3rd  and  4th  were  floated  in 
1918),  while  the  5th  Liberty  Loan  (also 
known  as  the  Victory  Liberty  loan)  took  place 
in  1919  after  the  Armistice.  The  US 
Treasury  Dept,  enlisted  the  aid  of  banks, 
stock  and  bond  brokers,  newspapers  and 
local  volunteer  committees  to  promote  the 
program.  The  bonds  paid  an  attractive  rate 
of  interest  and  were  exempt  from  income 
taxes.  The  4th  Liberty  Loan  saw  the 
greatest  participation,  with  more  than  22 
million  subscribers  (about  1 /5th  of  the 
nation's  population)  who  purchased  nearly  $7 
billion  in  bonds.  See  "Liberty  Loans"  in 
Encyclopedia  Britannica  (1968),  Vol.  13,  p. 
1030.  The  Liberty  Loan  pinbacks  clearly 
date  to  the  1917-1919  period. 

The  enormous  humanitarian  role  played  by 
the  Red  Cross  during  World  War  I is 
documented  in  Charles  Hurd,  The  Compact 
History  of  the  American  Red  Cross  (New 
York:  Hawthorn  Books,  1959  pp.l  39-1 84). 

Several  of  these  are  lithographed  on  the  back 
indicating  that  they  were  made  by  Lynch  of 
Chicago.  Two  mention  a specific  Milwaukee 
location  on  the  front,  and  another  indicates 
on  the  back  that  it  was  a local  Milwaukee 
issue.  Only  three  in  the  group  are  not 
identified  by  manufacturer  or  place  of  origin. 

The  collection  is  worth  publication  in  that  it 
offers  an  indication  of  the  types  that 
"circulated"  in  Milwaukee. 


PEACE  - NOV.  11,191  8/U.S.A.  Flying  white  dove 
carrying  the  Stars  and  Stripes  on  a light  green  field, 

22  mm  diameter  celluloid.  A paper  label  in  the 
inside  back  of  the  pin  reads  "compliments  of/Henry 
J.  Wehr/EMPIRE  CAFE/F.E.  JENS  Co/MIL."  (Jens  was 
a Milwaukee  firm  engaged  in  the  manufacturer  of 
specialty  badges) 

I gave  the  "Armenian"  pin  to  a friend  of  mine 
in  Philadelphia  and  saved  the  remaining  12. 

A few  remarks  about  vintage  pins  may  be  of 
interest.  The  round  pins  did  not  come  into 
general  use  until  about  1896.  The  original 
method  of  manufacturer  was  to  take  a piece 
of  printed  paper,  add  a covering  of 
transparent  celluloid  (an  early  transparent 
film  made  of  nitrocellulose  and  camphor)  and 
seal  the  two  layers  by  folding  them  over  a 
disk  of  iron  or  tin  metal.  It's  worth  noting 
that  the  method  of  manufacture  of  these 
pinbacks  has  not  changed  much  in  more  than  a 
century  except  that,  today,  plastic  polymers 
such  as  Mylar  polyester  are  used  insread  of 
celluloid. 


Corrosion  of  the  iron  often  leads  to  rust 
spots  on  the  pins,  especially  on  the  older 
examples.  A less  expensive  method  of  pin 
manufacturer  was  to  lithograph  the  design 
directly  onto  the  metal,  then  stamp  the  metal 
out  in  circles.  In  both  cases,  the  metal  edge 
of  the  badge  is  bent  over,  so  that  a pin  held 
in  place  by  spring  tension  could  be  inserted. 
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The  Kissi  Penny 

by  Phyllis  Calkins  LM  #99 

The  Kissi  (or  Gizzi  Penny)  is 
among  the  best  known  of 
primitive  monies.  It's  a long, 
thin  rod  of  iron  with  the  length 
averaging  1 6 to  18  inches.  The 
stem  is  usually  twisted  and  the 
ends  are  hammered  out  into  a 
flat,  hoe-like  spatula  at  one  end 
and  a sharpened  "T"  at  the 
other. 


Numerous  accounts  ascribe  use  of  the  Kissi 
penny  and  place  its  use  in  the  border  regions 
of  Liberia,  Sierra  Leone  and  Guinea.  The 
Kissi  is  called  the  "coin  with  a soul"  and  if  a 
piece  is  broken,  it  wouldn't  be  accepted  as 
money  until  the  Zoe  (witch  doctor)  for  a fee, 
would  rejoin  the  broken  pieces  and 
reincarnate  the  escaped  soul. 

Apparently  a general-purpose  currency, 
Kissies  were  tied  into  bundles  of  20  and  used 
for  a variety  of  purchases  --  a slave  could 
be  bought  for  $300  bundles;  a cow  for  100 
bundles  and  bride  price  for  a virgin  bride 
would  be  200  bundles.  By  1936  Kissies 
were  bundled  in  60s  with  a bundle  worth 
from  24$  to  36$,  depending  on  the  market. 

A rich  man  found  it  necessary  to  construct  a 
separate  hut  for  his  Kissies  and  traders 
coming  into  the  region  complained  that  a 
pocketful  of  silver  coins,  when  converted 
into  the  local  currency,  required  the 
services  and  attendant  expenses  of  a dozen 
bearers  to  carry  into  the  hinterland. 

These  were  common  currency  used,  not  only 
by  natives,  but  by  all  polite  travelers,  as  it 
was  considered  a compliment  to  the  local 
chieftain  to  use  his  local  money.  British  and 


French  coins  were  used  interchangeably  with 
the  Kissies  and  when  western  coins  began  to 
penetrate  into  the  interior,  a money-changer 
sat  on  a mat  in  the  market  with  a pile  of  the 
Kissies  in  front  of  him,  and  exchanged  them 
at  some  46  or  48  to  the  West  African 
shilling...  though  a shilling  was  seldom  seen, 
it  represented  wealth.  Two  irons  would  buy 
a score  of  oranges,  a large  bunch  of  bananas 
or  several  kola  nuts.  At  tax  time,  large 
bundles  would  be  presented  for  payment. 

In  1937  the  District  Commissioner  of 
Voinjama,  Liberia's  provisional  capital, 
prohibited  the  use  of  Kissies  in  payment  of 
the  hut  tax.  Since  1944,  American  money 
has  been  legal  tender  in  Liberia  and  the  Kissi 
penny  has  all  but  disappeared  from  active 
circulation. 

Kissies  may  still  be  seen  on  the  death  of  a 
chief,  first  broken,  then  stuck  in  the  grave; 
and  they  provide  an  essential  part  of  the 
'bride-price".  They  were  also  used  in  tribal 
puberty  rite  feasts,  for  making  protective 
fetishes  and  many  tribesmen  still  believe  the 
old  irons  posses  magical  powers. 

The  Kissi  Penny  was 
used  by  the  Gbande 
men  to  'buy'  a wife. 

He  stands  the  girl  in 
front  of  her  father, 
places  the  Kissi  on  her 
head  and  said  "This  is 
my  Wife."  The  Kissi  was 
an  installment  payment 
to  her  father. 


References:  "Odd  & Curious  Money  of  the  World" 
by  Gibbs  & Schulman,  Mort  Reed's  "Odd  & Curious" 
and  "A  Survey  of  Primitive  Money"  by  Quiggins. 
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Coin  Club  Meeting? 

Antioch  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  each  month  at 
State  Bank  of  the  Lakes,  440  W.  Lake  St.,  Antioch, 
IL  60002.  Contact  JoAnne  Kriens  (847-395-4738). 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  the  2nd  Sunday  at  the  Masonic 
Lodge  in  Baraboo.  Contact  Tim  Quinn,  P.O.  Box 
302,  Baraboo,  WI  53913.  (608-253-6460). 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  8:00  p.m.  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  the  School  Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta 
Street,  Rice  Lake.  Contact  Susan  Peterson,  Barron 
County  Coin  Club,  1 19  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice  Lake, 
WI  54868. 


Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1 st  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
In-Laws  Restaurant,  720  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Gurnee, 
IL. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in 
Zimbrick  Buick  Community  meeting  room.  Contact 
Tom  Galway/  (608-238-1722). 

Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings;  they  do  have  a show  is 
February  each  year.  Contact  A1  Hrudka. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
the  Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N. 

Mayfair  Road  in  Wauwatosa  (use  entrance  #2  on  east 
side  of  mall. 


Cedarburg  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  Cedarburg 
Public  Library,  W63  N583  Hanover  Street, 
Cedarburg. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April  - October).  7:00 
traders;  8:00  business  meeting  at  the  Burnett  County 
Sr.  Citizens  Center,  24054  State  Rd.  35/70  Siren. 
Contact  Gary  Schauls  (715-472-2002). 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  2nd  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the 
Senior  Center,  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac. 
Contact  Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  952,  Fond 
du  Lac,  WI  54935. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  Prime  Time  Club,  11150  Valley  Road,  Menasha, 
WI. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1 st  Thursday  of  each  month 
(except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Avenue, 
Kenosha. 


Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein 
Supper  Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  Castlewood 
Restaurant  in  Racine.  Contact  George  Conrad 
(266-634-0833). 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  every  other  Tuesday  at  7:00  p.m.  at  Maple 
Lanes,  3107  S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact 
Sheboygan  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  WI 
53081. 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  St.  Roman’s  Church  Annex,  20th  & Bolivar, 
Milwaukee. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each 
month  at  the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445 
Madison  St.,  Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher, 
Waukesha  Coin  Club,  1912  Laura  Lane,  Waukesha, 
53186.  Phone:  262-524-3227. 


Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Siiverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook 
Drive  in  West  Bend.  Youth  meeting  at  6:30. 


Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  the  Lakeview  Center,  1000  Lakeview  Drive, 
Wausau.  Club  ontact:  Thad  Streeter  (715-355-5437). 
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Brokering  * Appraising  • Counseling 
Buying  and  Selling 
Rare  Coins  * Silver  * Collections 
Gold  * Diamonds  * Scrap 

VOECKS’ 

LQ1  YALLEY  COIN 


A Division  of  Voecks  Ent.  Inc 


Fritz  Voecks,  Pres. 


103  E.  Kimberly  Ave. 
Kimberly,  Wl  54136-1402 
Office  (920)731-5451 
FAX  (920)788-3792 
e-mail  fritz  foxcoin.com 


Buy/Trade  METAL  TOKENS 

Chips  from  Bars,  Pool  Halls,  Dairies,  Gen'l.  Stores, 
Lumber  Companies,  "GOOD  FOR"  tokens,  etc.... 

Send  Descript tonss  for  Cash  Offer 

E-mail:  wistoken@tnver.com 

JOHN  BRATHOVDE  2 1 1 Packer  Avenue 

715-824-3814  Amherst,  WI 54406 


Buy  Sell 

^ j.—  ^ Appraisals 

fftk,  Coins  •Stamps 

Mint  Errors  • Coin  Books 

Len  Roosmalen 

Hilldale  Shopping  Center 
<Sy  702  N.  Midvale  Blvd.  B-2 

Madison,  Wl  53705 
(608)  233-2118 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy  / Sell/  Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 


P.0.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54903-0254 


Randy  Miller 
Phone  920-231-616 
FAX  920-231-6122 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 
(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Gary  Rosencrans 
71  5-421-0822 


Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.0.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


Advertising 


Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Year 

Business  Card 

$6 

$20 

1 14  page 

10 

35 

1 12  page 

18 

60 

i page 

30 

100 

U.<$.  & Foreign  Coins  and  Currency 
Bought  and  Sold 

Insurance  and  Institutional  Appraisals 
Estate  Services 
Free  Confidential  Consultations 


Glenn  G.  Wrlaht 

P.O.  Box  311  • Campbellsport,  WI  53010 
(920)  533-8248  Cell:  (920)  25 1 -9689 


Make  checks  payable  to  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
Send  to  Ruth  Phillips.  3329  Wells  Ave..  Madison. 
Wl  53714. 


NOW  Contacts 

Membership,  Dues,  Address  Changes,  Cards 
Show  Dates,  Club  News  and  Stories 

Contact 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

holds  Life  Memberships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary/T  reasurer 
NOW  News  Editor 
Past  President 
Historian 


Bill  Brandimore 
Thad  Streeter 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Lee  Hartz 
Gene  Johnson 


Board  of  Governors  (Terms  begin  with  the  Spring  Show) 


2001-2003 

Cliff  Mishler 
RuthAnn  Phillips 
Leon  Saryan 
Mike  Schiller 


2002-2004 

Jerry  Binsfeld 
Fred  Borgmann 
Jim  Jach 
Lee  Hartz 


2003-2005 

Tom  Casper 
Myles  Fenske 
Tom  Galway 
Mike  Tramte 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. Date 

Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 

E-Mail  address 

Regular  Membership  $5  Reinstate  Membership  $5  Life  Membership  $100 

Coin  Club  Membership  $5 

Coin  Club  address 

Send  $5  dues  and  application  to: 

NOW  Secretary/Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW 
News  Editor,  P.O.  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560.  Include 
name  of  club,  location  of  show,  dates,  hours,  number  of  tables 
and  your  show/bourse  chairman’s  name,  address  and  phone. 


June  8,  2003  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S. 
Main  Street,  Rice  Lake.  Hours:  9-4  pm.  Bourse 
Chair:  Sue  Peterson,  1 19  E.  Freeman  St.,  Rice  Lake, 
WI  54868. 

June  21-22,  2003  - Rhinelander 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club’s  22nd  anual  show 
at  James  Williams  Jr.  High  School,  915  Acacia  Lane, 
Rhinelander.  Hours:  10-5  pm.  Chm.  Larry  Marten, 
3295  Hancock  Lake  Rd.,  Harshaw,  WI  54529. 

Phone  715-282-5636. 

July  30-Aug.  3,  2003  - ANA 

World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Baltimore,  MD  (location 
to  be  announced). 

August  2,  2003  - Frederic 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Show  at  the  Siren 
Community  Center.  Bourse  Chair  Lavema  Petersen, 
PO  Box  108,  Frederic,  Wl  54837. 

August  17,  2003  - Baraboo 

Baraboo  Area  Coin  Club’s  Annual  Show  at  Sauk 
County  Fairgrounds,  Rt.  33,  Baraboo.  Hours  9-4. 
Contact  Jerry  Powers,  Baraboo  Area  Coin  Club,  PO 
Box  302,  Baraboo,  WI  53913.  Phone:  608-355-1977. 

August  24,  2003  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Show  at  the  American  Legion 
Memorial  Clubhouse,  500  Fond  du  Lac  Ave., 

Fond  du  Lac,  WI. 

September  5-7,  2003  - Central  States 

Countryside,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


September  21,  2003  - Rockford,  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club’s  Semi-Annual  Coin  show 
at  the  Hoffman  House  Restaurant  and  Holiday  Inn, 
7550  East  State  Street  (Route  Bus. 20)  and  1-90  West. 
Hours:  9-4  p.m.  50  Tables.  Bourse  Chm.  Larry 
Kasberger,  PO  Box  1122,  Belvidere,  IL  61008.  e- 
mail:  www.exonumia.com/racc.htm. 

September  28,  2003  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  Coin  Show  at  the 
American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma 
Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Hours:  9-4.  Bourse  Chm.  David 
Hunsicker  Phone:  262-338-6064. 

October  26,  2003  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Fall  Coin  & Stamp  Show  at 
Rock  Garden/Comfort  Suites,  1951  Bond  St.,  Green 
Bay.  Hourse:  9-4  p.m.,  32  dealers,  Bourse  Chm. 
Roger  Bohn,  1345  Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  Wi 
54313.  Ph.920-499-7035. 

November  2,  2003  - Madison 

Madison  Fall  Coin  Show  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  706 
John  Nolen  Drive.  Hours:  9-4  pm.  50  tables.  Bourse 
Chm.  Mike  Keatley  phone  920-484-3144. 

November  8,  2003  - Kenosha 

Kenosha  Coin  Club’s  45th  annual  show  at  Kenosha 
Union  Club,  3030  39th  Ave.,  Kenosha.  30  tables; 
Bourse  Chm.  Jerry  Binsfeld,  6040  39th  Ave.  Suite  7, 
Kenosha,  Wl  53142.  Ph.  262-657-4653  ore-mail 
Jerome_747@yahoo.com. 

February  8,  2004  - Manitowoc 

Manitowoc  Annual  Coin  Shows  at  the  Club  Bil-Mar. 
Contact  A I Hrudka. 

February  15,  2004  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  21st  annual  coin 
show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  PO 
Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 
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February  29,  2004  - Franksville 

Racine  Numismatic  Society’s  66th  Annual  Coin 
Show,  held  at  South  Hills  Country  Club,  3047  Hwy. 
94,  East  Frontage  Rd.,  Franksville.  40  dealer  tables; 
Show  Chm.  Jerry  Binsfeld,  6040  39th  Ave.  Suite  7, 
Kenosha,  WI  53142.  Ph.  262-657-4653  (d)  or 
262-654-6272  (eve.) 

March  25-28,  2004  - ANA 

National  Money  Show,  Portland,  OR. 

April  1-3,  2004  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Show.  Exhibit  Chair.  Betty 
Petrovich. 

April  4,  2004  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club’s  49th  annual  spring  show  at 
the  Holiday  Inn,  Comer  Hwy  41  & West  College 
Ave.,  Appleton.  Hours  9-4  p.m.  40  dealer  tables; 
Show  Chm.  James  Bayer,  PO  Box  1981 , Appleton, 

WI  54912-1981.  Ph.  920-739-1089. 

April  17,  2004  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  44th  Anniversary  Coin 
Show  hosted  by  the  Sheboygan  Coin  Club  will  be 
held  at  the  Sheboygan  Armory,  516  Broughton  Drive, 
Sheboygan.  50  dealer  tables.  Chm.  Ed  Rautmann, 
P.O.  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  WI  53082. 

Ph.  920-452-6359. 

May  6-9,  2004  - Central  States 

Central  States  65th  anniversary  convention.  Contact 
Jerry  Lebo,  PO  Box  841 , Logansport,  IN  46947 
(574-753-2489). 

August  18-22,  2004  - ANA 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

February  20,  2005  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  22nd  annual  show. 
Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  P.O.  Box  254, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

March  10-12,  2005  - ANA 

Kansas  City,  MO 

May  5-8,  2005  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO 


July  27-31,  2005  - ANA 

San  Jose,  CA 

2006  - ANA 

Denver,  CO  (date  to  be  announced). 

May  3-6,  2007  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO 

2007  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  47th  annual  show  hosted 
by  Madison  Coin  Club,  (date  and  location  to  be 
announced). 

August  2007  - ANA 

Milwaukee,  WI  (date  to  be  announced). 

August  20-24,  2008  - ANA 

St.  Louis,  MO. 
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When  Liberty  is  taken  away  by  force 
Liberty  can  be  restored  by  force. 


When  it  is  relinquished  voluntarily 
by  default,  it  can  never  be  recovered! 


ii 


Dorothy  Thompson 

American  newspaper  columnist  ( 7 894- 1961) 


